TEC LOSS CONTROL

SAFETY WATCH
TEC Loss Control Conference Is March 21–24

FEBRUARY/MARCH 2017
Safety Starts Here

P

Welcome to the first issue of
Safety Watch, the TEC Loss
Control newsletter. Safety Watch
replaces Safety Season and is a
bimonthly electronic newsletter.
Watch for it every other month
as TEC keeps members informed
of registration and application
deadlines and shares news of
interest to the vast Loss Control
community it serves. If you have
ideas for stories or news to
share, please email
Tom Widlowski, editor, at
twidlowski@texas-ec.org.

C H A R L E S LO H R M A N N

lan to attend the 2017 TEC Loss
Control Conference & Exhibit Show,
March 21–24 at the Renaissance
Austin Hotel.
The conference features three days of
discussions about safety topics and other
issues essential to the electric utility industry. The event includes award presentations recognizing organizations and
individuals for safety achievements, including Lifesaving Awards. An expanded
exhibitor reception gives co-op employees
an opportunity to meet with vendors about
industry products and services.
TEC’s Loss Control Scholarship Golf
The exhibit show features expanded hours over two days at the 2017
Tournament will be Tuesday, March 21,
Loss Control Conference.
with proceeds from registration and the
sale of mulligans going to the scholarship fund. Proa Effective Safety Meetings
ceeds from the golf tournament and the annual auca The Importance of AEDs in Vehicles
tion of donated items contributed nearly $50,000 to
a The Story of Ronnie Hindsman, Sam Houston EC
the scholarship fund in 2016. TEC awarded 60 $900
a Behind the Wheel, Only One Thing Matters
Loss Control Scholarships in 2016.
a Daily Pretrip Inspections and CDL Licensing
Sessions at the conference include:
a OSHA Investigations
a Preparing for Dog Encounters
a Firearms Policies
The theme for this year’s Photo Challenge is
a Attitude Is Everything
“Building the Lines.” High-resolution digital images
a Increasing Safety Success Through Structure
and Engagement
must be submitted to tknipstein@texas-ec.org by Feb.
28. Voting takes place at the conference, where wina Leadership: Setting a Good Example
ners will be announced.
a Accident Investigations
To register for the conference, click here.
a Emergency Plans

SAVE THE DATE
Feb. 21–24
Regulator Recloser
Capacitor School
Tahoka, Lyntegar EC
Feb. 28–March 3
Metering School
McGregor, Heart of Texas EC
March 21–24
Loss Control Conference
& Exhibit Show
Austin, Renaissance Hotel
Annual meeting of safety
experts and linemen includes a
golf tournament and auction to
raise funds for scholarships.

Winter Driving Requires Extra Precautions
Winter weather can create unpredictable and dangerous driving conditions. The Texas Department of
Transportation strongly advises you to stay off the
roads during bad weather, but that often isn’t possible

Use the TEC Safety and Loss
Control discussion list on the
TEC member website to share
and gather information.
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JOIN THE CONVERSATION

when power outages require electric cooperative staff
to be available for recovery efforts.
If you must drive, use extreme caution. Check
DriveTexas for information on road conditions in
the state.

Driving Tips
a Slow down. Speed limits are based on normal road
and weather conditions, not winter road conditions.
a Accelerate slowly.
a Maintain at least three times the normal following distance on snow or ice.
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Winter Driving continued from Page 1

Iced Over
A powerful ice storm hit the Panhandle on January 14, crippling operations at
North Plains Electric Cooperative. The co-op said that by noon July 16, all 7,262
meters were offline and that 5,644 of them experienced long-term outages, some
more than 10 days. NPEC said 2,350 poles and 2,050 crossarms needed to be
replaced. Swisher, Lyntegar, Deaf Smith, Bailey County, Greenbelt and Lamb
County ECs sent crews to aid NPEC’s recovery. “This is a marathon, not a sprint,”
said Jimmy Greene, NPEC’s board president on the co-op’s Facebook page.

BY THE NUMBERS: 257,259

STAFF

[

TEC’s Loss Control specialists drove 257,259 miles on the job in 2016. They conducted 53 schools
that included 1,073 students. In addition, they directed 937 safety meetings at 102 organizations
across the state. Scott Corley, who completed his first year on the road for TEC, said he learned an
important lesson: “Don’t eat at fast food places at gas stations. The best meals are the ones
where the folks we call on take us to the ‘local’ places, the ones we would never find.”

]

a Brake gently in slow, steady strokes to see how
much traction you have, and begin braking earlier
when approaching intersections or stops.
a Watch carefully for snow removal equipment
and stay at least 200 feet behind snowplows. Never
pass a snowplow on the right.
a Use extra caution on bridges, ramps, overpasses
and shaded areas. They tend to freeze first.

Sliding and Spinning
If your vehicle starts to slide, ease off the gas pedal or
brakes. Steer into the direction of the skid until you
have regained traction. Then straighten your vehicle.
The best way to prepare for a skid is to practice.
Find an empty, ice-covered or snow-blanketed parking lot and practice driving at slow speeds to train
your muscles to react correctly to a slide.
You never want to slam on your brakes, and, generally, you should steer the car into the turn, but make
sure you keep your eyes trained on where you want
your car to go.
In addition to these safety measures, carry a bag of
salt, sand or cat litter in your vehicle. It can help your
tires regain traction on ice or snow. In addition to your
usual emergency supplies, keep gloves, an ice scraper
and a snowbrush in your vehicle during the winter.

HOTEC Lineman Killed
Michael C. Brenegar, a lineman at
Heart of Texas EC, died Oct. 22,
2016, from injuries he received in a
head-on collision while heading
home from work the day before.
Brenegar, 41, of McGregor, worked
at Heart of Texas EC since 2000.
MICHAEL C.
The driver and passenger of the
BRENEGAR
other vehicle, which investigators
say crossed into Brenegar’s lane, died at the scene.
Brenegar was transferred to Baylor Scott & White Medical Center in Temple, where he died the next day.

THINK ABOUT IT
“Each person needs to understand that we are all responsible
for our own safety along with being our brothers’ keeper.”
—Jim Ed Burris, corporate safety manager at Big Rivers
Electric Corporation in Kentucky and vice chairman of NUTSEA
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